Quantitation of deoxycorticosterone and its relationship to progesterone in the prepartum bovine.
A method and its validation is described for the radioimmunological measurement of deoxycorticosterone (DOC) in bovine serum. Levels of DOC and progesterone were determined in six pregnant heifers from one to three weeks before and during parturition. Levels of these steroids fluctuated widely from day to day and tended to be inversely related (r = -0.24). High levels of DOC in conjunction with low levels of progesterone at or near parturition are suggestive that DOC is involved in the parturition process.